






































were made with records on file in the Bureau. Comparison study of a
latent print with suspect fingerprints on file resulted in positive
identification of the latent print in 37 cases. In the event a latent
fingerprint is identified with the fingerprint of a suspect, the prob-
ability of a trial is anticipated. Therefore, comparison charts must
be prepared for submission as evidence in prosecution. Unidentified
comparable latent fingerprints are retained on file for future com-
parison with fin%frprints of logical suspects.

The results of work involving photographic activities by the
division. are recorded in table 15. Negatives were developed in 1,017
instances, 3,643 photographic prints were made, in addition to 1,050
enlargements. There were 99 prisoners fingerprinted and photographed
by the Bureau either in the Bureau office or at the Women’s Reforma-
tory in Shakopee.

The identification division forwarded 1,486 fingerprint cards and
photographs of felony prisoners to law enforcement agencies in Duluth,
Minneapolis, the North Dakota State Bureau, and the South Dakota State
Prison. These records of felony prisoners are submitted to the Bureau
by the Minnesota State Beformatory and Prison for the purpose of
reciprocal exchange with the aforementioned agencies.

TABLE 13. RACE OF PERSONS ARRESTED IN MINNESOTA
July 1956-June 1958

" Race Number Percent‘

Total 7,897 100,0
White 6, 803 86.2
Negro 538 6.8
Indian 441 5.6
Mexican 111 1.4
Japanese 2 -
Chinese 1 -
Gypsy 1 _

TABLE 14. LATENT FINGERPRINT CASES PROCESSED
) July 1956-June 1958

Comparable Compari-

Number Articles t Identifi-
Type of case of cases processed developed  studies  cations
Total 224 979 268 996 317
Field investigations 5 122 14 12 4
Articles submitted 163 857 159 601 22
Latent 1lifts submitted 56 - 85 371 11
Latent photos submitted 10 - 10 12 -

T~

TABLE 15. PHOTOGRAPHIC ACTIVITIES
July 1956-June 1958

Classification Negatives Prints BEnlargements

Total 1,017 3, 643 1, 050
Prisoners photographed - 99 660 16
Reproductions 333 1, 556 434
Latent prints 436 631 97
Crime scene photographs 82 b 164
Reprints : - 566 24
"Offender" Series Photos 4 - 220
Miscellaneous 63 225 95

The Modus Operandi Crime Classification photograph file is an
effective aid in the positive identification of criminals. This file,
which was set up the latter part of 1952, currently con ains 4,482
photographs of subjects who have been convicted of some type of felony.
The prisoner photographs are classified according to the nature of
offense committed and further subdivided by race, sex, age and height,
A large collection of suspect photographs can be viewed by a victim in
a relatively short period of time. It is accessible to all law en-
forcement agencies to further assist in the relentless effort effecting
identification and apprehension of fugitives from justice. )

B

Another service performed by the identification division {;cludes
daily screening concerning character references for local andjout-of-
state law enforcement agencies, military services, federal o%ficers,
and other agencies. During the past two-year period 6,525 inquiries were
received and checked.

A weekly law enforcement bulletin is issued by the identification
division and is circulated throughout the nation. The bulletin con-
tains reports of crimes, stolen property, vwanted® fugitives from
justice, admissions and releases from penal institutions, calendar of
parole hearings, warnings, general information, and notices to law
enforcement officers. Current distribution is as follows:

Minnesota ceeeevescnsesaas veess 8380
VWisconsin ..... Ceeeeeesans ceees 96
Jowa ceeeeeennenns eeans -1
South Dakota .....c.. ceesans .o 62
North Dakota ...... e 1
Nebraska ceveceosonnae ceevasaas 24
Other states vevevveeeaces eesees 147
Canada veveeeeoens esescacenaas 14

Total weeevvenennnnnns ceeees 1,818

Three Bureau circulars featuring "wanted" subjects were issued at
the request of law enforcement agencies. In addition, circulars sub-
mitted by law enforcement agencies desiring nationwide circulation are
also handled for inclusion in the weekly bulletin.




UNIFOBM CRIME BEPORTS

A nation-wide system of "Uniform Crime lleports", established in
1930 by the International Association of Chiefs of Police in conjunction
with the Federal Bureau of Investigation, was adopted(l)iby the Bureau
of Criminal Apprebension in 1936 as the basis for obtaining information
on the number of Part I offenses committed in Minnesota each year.
This method of collecting crime statistics has been very successful in
linnesota as is evidenced by the fact that during 1957 reports were
received from 96.1 percent of the 87 sheriffs and from 98.4 percent of
the State's 91 chiefs of police in cities having a population of 2,500

or more residents, which constitutes 94,9 percent of the 1950 Minnesota
decennial census.

In order to account for the 5.3 percent of the contributors who
were delinquent in reporting during 1956 and 1957, estimates were made
by applying the known rate of offenses in a particular area, as shown
in table 19, to the population (1950 decemnial census) of the delin-
querit area. If the Bureau’s record of known offenses in a certain
area exceeded the estimates, the Pureau's records were used. Rural
and urban estimates were 323 and 466 offenses, respectively. The 789
estimated offenses comprise 1.1 percent of the 68,952 offenses occur-
ring in 1956 and 1957.

The crimes tabulated in this section are referred to as Part 1
offenses and consist of the following major offenses which are most
generally and completely reported to police authorities; criminal
homicide (murder and manslaughter), rape (including carnal knowledge),
robbery, aggravated assault, burglary (breaking or entering), larceny
(except auto theft), and auto theft. All major offenses reported, in-
cluding attempts, are recorded whether they become known to police
authorities by way of police officers, citizens, prosecuting court
officials, or otherwise. Attempted offenses are included in the same
manner as completed offenses, except in the case of attempted murder
which is recorded as aggravated assault. If investigation proves an
offense to be groundless, this is recorded as an "unfounded" offense.
Juvenile offenders, who are involved in committing a Part I offense,

are included in the same manner as an adult offender regardless of
prosecutive action.

Part I offenses, which have been compiled on a statewide basis
since 1936, are shown by year in table 16. More offenses (34,611)

(1) Laws of 1935--Chapter 197--H.F. No. 261--Section 2 (9950-7)
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were recorded during 1956 than in any other of the twenty years during
which the Bureau has received this information. Taking the past
biennium (1956-1957), which recorded a total of 68,952 offenses, and
comparing it with 1936 and 1937, when 33,859 offenses were recorded,
an increase of 103.6 percent is noted. During the World War II years
(1944 and 1945), when the'least number of Part I offenses were re-
corded (28,119), an increase of 145.2 percent is noted when compared
with 1956 and 1957. Since 1950 and 1951, when 40,424 crimes were
reported, an increase of 70.6 percent is noted while the population in
Minnesota is estimated to have increased approximately eleven percent
since 1950. From this it can be noted that crime is increasing at an
alarming rate when compared with the increase in population.

1

TABLE 16. CRIME TRENDS®, 1936-1957

. Mans. "' 'Rob- Aggr. Auto
Year Total Murder - ;ZL‘H Rape bery assault Burglary Larceny. = .o
1936 16, 784 38 31 101 788 ;274 4,778 - 1,203 . 3,571
1937 17, 075 35 10 73 661 180 4,000 8, 843 3, 273
1938 19, 841 33 29 127 . 648 176 4,208 10, 984 3,142
1939 20, 166 54 27 166 649 207 4,666 11,582 2, 826
1940 19, 5675 35 61 208 416 210 4,967 11,4738 2, 205
1941 18,992 46 53 2317 318 . 191 4, 491 11, 445 2, 210
1942 16,507 36 63 163 271 - 187 3,666 10, 387 1,735
1943 13,932 38 46 174 194 126 3,112 8, 595 1,647
1944 13, 158 33 62 138 174 142 - 3,062 7'986, 1,571
1945 14,961 30 58 124 284 - 150 .- 3,333 8,703 © 2,279
1946 17, 129 36 655 152 337 195 3, 866 10, 228 2, 260
1947 117, 130 25 42 158 . 420 191 3,861 10,189 2, 244
1948 19, 274 39 48 171 469 172 4,514 12,030 1,816
1949 19, 214 23 48 ‘148 1495 158 4,399 11, 946 1, 997
1950 19, 458 30 42 1‘99‘ ““’ 448 130 4,491 12,245 - 1,873
1951 20, 966 30 35 148 418 103 4,708 13, 291 2, 233
1962 28,8317 28 AT 171 496 152 5,514 14,582 2,352
1953 26, 139 34 - 65 222 . 618 206 6,472 15, 698 ° 2,824
1954 28,661 23 79 182 764 235 7,582 17,277 2,569
1955 27,698 28 76 185 580 - 197 7,164 16,622 - 2,741
1956 34, 611 31 72 181 648 162 8,098 21,972 3, 4417
1957 34, 341 43 70 210 635 171 8,224 21, 667 3,321

1 Offenses in places not reporting were estimated beginning in 19u2. Prior to
that time, Bureau records of crime in delinquent areas were used.

Major offenses veported during the past biennium in Minnesota
were committed at an average rate of 663 each week, or approximately
four offenses each hour, During each week, on the average, there
occurred two criminal homicides, three aggravated assanlts, four rapes,
and twelve robbery offenses. Each day nine automobiles were stolen
and twenty-two places were entered by burglars. Offenses of larceny,
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which occurred most frequently, were committed at the rate of almost
three an hour. During 1956 and 1957 a total of 68,952 Part I offenses
were committed in Minnesota. This is an increase of 22.6 percent over
the previous two-year period 1954 and 1955. Crimes occurring in urban
areas account for the greater part of this increase (25.2 percent)
while crimes occurring in rural areas increased 7.9 percent.

CHART S

CRIME TREND—MINNESOTA
PERCENT CHANGE

1956—-1957 OVER 1954-1955

TOTAL +22.6

MURDER +45.1

NEGLIGENT
MANSLAUGHTER

RAPE

ROBBERY

AGGRAVATED_
ASSAULT 22.9

BURGLARY +iki

LARCENY +28.7

AUTO THEFT +27.4

Crimes against the person (murder, manslaughter, rape, and aggra-
vated assault) decreased -6.5 percent, while crimes against property
(robbery, burglary, larceny, and auto theft) increased 23.1 percent.
The percent of increase or decrease for Part I offenses committed dur-
ing 1956 and 1957 in urban and rural areas are compared with those
committed in 1954 and 1955 in table 17.

From the information presented in chart 6 it is noted that in
1954, 1955, and 1956 more offenses were recorded in October than in
any other month. However, in 1957 the greatest number of offenses was
recorded in December. The least number of offenses recorded occurred

TABLE 17. CRIME TRENDS BY OFFENSE
(1954-556 and 1956-57)

Number of offenses Percent
Offenses 1956-1957 1954-1956 change
ALL OFFENSES
Total 68,952 56, 254 22.6
Murder, nonnegligent manslaughter 74 51 45.1
Manslaughter by negligence 142 1565 - 8.4
Rape, including carnal knowledge 391 3617 6.5
Robbery 1, 288 1,844 - 4.6
Aggravated assault 333 432 -22.9
Burglary 16, 322 14, 696 11.1
Larceny--$60 and over 8, 899 7, 180 23.9
Larceny-——under $50 34, 740 26, 719 30.0
Auto theft 6,768 5,810 27.4
URBAN OFFENSES
Total 69, 705 47, 684 25.2
Murder, nonnegligent manslaughter 37 26 42.3
Manslaughter by negligence 128 128 -
Rape, including carnal knowledge 246 204 20.6
Robbery 1, 194 1, 244 - 4.0
Aggravated assault 267 3856 -23.3
Burglary 12, 709 11, 261 12.8
Larceny--3$50 and over 7,075 5, 466 29.4
Larceny-—under $50 31, 998 24, 839 31.5
Auto theft 6,061 4,681 29.5
RURAL OFFENSES
Total 9, 247 8,670 7.9
Murder, nonnegligent manslaughter 37 25 32.4
Manslaughter by negligence 14 27 ~48.1
Rape, including carnal knowledge 145 163 -11.0
Robbery 89 100 -11.0
Aggravated assaunlt 76 97 -21.6
Burglary 3,613 8, 485 5.2
Larceny—-$50 and over 1, 824 1,714 6.4
Larceny-—-under $50 2,742 2,380 15.2
Auto theft 707 629 12.4

during the months of January and February for this four-year_period.
The number of Part I offenses occurring each month during 1956 and
1957 are listed in table 18. A greater percentage of crime (54.2 per-
cent) was committed during the warmer months of 1956 and 1957 May
through October than in the colder months November through April. The
month of July recorded the greatest number of criminal homicides (27).
Of the reported rapes, 39.6 percent occurred during the months July
through October. Offenses of robbery, burglary, and auto theft occur-
red most frequently in December. More than half of the aggravated
assault (52.6 percent) and larceny (56.9 percent) offenses were com-
mitted in the warmer months of May through October. January, with a
low total of 4,355 offenses, was 33.7 percent below the peak of 6,573
offenses recorded in October.
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TABLE 18. MONTHLY VARIATIONS OF PART | OFFENSE81,1956 and 1957
Month  Total Murder Mg;s. Rape Robbery Aggr. Burglary Larcen Auto
neg. assault y ¥ theft
Total 68,163 72 142 384 1,277 326 16,097 43,168 6, 698
January 4,355 3 9 28 117 30 1, 285 2, 344 539
February 4, 467 7 11 36 107 26 1, 243 2, 529 508
Margh 6, 266 5 7 33 111 18 1, 216 3, 267 599
April 5,862 6 6 30 84 31 1, 290 3,828 587
May 6, 641 6 11 34 78 27 1, 209 3,842 435
June 6,015 3 13 24 96 35 1,402 3, 955 487
July 6,082 14 13 47 118 14 1,438 3,907 531
August 6,384 5 10 35 114 24 1, 437 4, 229 530
September 6, 269 5 14 40 98 30 1, 293 4, 297 492
October 6,573 7 16 30 101 41 1, 384 4,815 679
November 5, 347 6 19 28 100 26 1,342 3, 222 604
December 5,912 6 13 19 153 23 1,568 3,433 707

1 Estimated offenses for delinquent areas are exc luded.

In figuring the number of offenses per 100,000 inhabitants, as
shown in table 19, the estimated offenses for areas delinquent in re-
porting have been eliminated. Population figures used are from the
1950 census. During 1956 the total crime rate was 1,181.¢ Part I
offenses for each 100,000 inhabitants, or twelve offenses per 1,000
persons. In 1957 the crime rate was 1,168.6 offenses for each 100,000
inhabitants, or approximately 11 2/3's offenses per 1,000 persons.

Minnesota crime rates during 1957, shown in table 20 are less
than the rates for the United States in every Part I offense for both
urban and rural areas except for of fenses of manslaughter by negligence
in urban areas. The national rate for this offense was 3.5 offenses
for every 100,000 inhabitants, while Minnesota recorded 4.0 offenses.
Crime rates for offenses against the person are especially low for
{‘innesota when compared with the national rate as are the rates in
rural areas.

Urban crime rates exceeded rural crime rates by five to one.
Offenses of murder were the only category in which more crimes were
committed in a rural area than in an urban area. Crimes against the
person and crimes against property in urban areas exceeded those com-
mitted in rural areas by two to one and four to one, respectively.
The urban crime rate is extremely high when taking into consideration
the fact that 53.9 percent of the 1950 population for the State of
Minnesota is classified as urban, while 86.9 percent of the reported
crimes during 1957 were committed in urban areas.

Ratio of urban to

Offense rural crime rates

Total 5.2
Offemses against persons 2.1
Murder and nonnegligent manslaughter 0.7
Manslaughter by negligence 1.0
Rape 1.8
Aggravated assault 3.7
Offenses against property 4.1
Robbery 12.1
Burglary 2.8
Larceny 7.0
Auto theft 7.0

nCleared by arrest® refers to those cases in which one or more of
the persons involved in a crime has been arrested and made available
for prosecution. The arrest of one person may clear several offenses.
On the other hand, the arrest of several persons may clear but one
offense. The number of crimes cleared, and not the number of persons
arrested, is recorded. Recovery of stolen property alone does not
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1957
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1956
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1956 and 1957
1956
1, 181.6

34,231

RATE OF CRIMEl PER 100,000 [INHABITANTS,
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1957
33,932
1, 168.6
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Rate per 100,000
Rate per 100,000
Larceny--$50 and over
Rate per 100,000
Larceny--Under $50

Rate per 100,000
Auto theft
Rate per 100,000

Rate per 100, 000
Burglary

Aggravated assault

Robbery

1 Estimated offenses for delinquent areas are excluded

TABLE 20. MINNESOTA AND NATIONAL CRIME RATES
PER 100,000 INHABITANTSY compared by offense, 1957

Urban Rural

Offense Minnesota  National Minnesota National

rate rate2 rate rate2

Total 1,849.2 2,253.6 353.8 - 881.0
Offenses against persons 21.7 113.9 10.4 64.9
Murder 1.2 6.1 1.7 4.6
Manslaughter by negligence 4.0 3.6 0.4 5.9
Rape 8.0 15,1 6.0 13.7
Aggravated assault 8.5 90.2 2.3 40.7
'0ffense against property 1,827.5 2, 139.7 443.4 816.1
Robbery 37.4 64.3 3.1 18.9
Burglary 394.8 6502.9 140.9 282.17
Larceny 1, 209.7 1,817.8 173.0 437.2
Auto theft _ 185.6 254.7 26.4 77.8

IBased on 1950 decennial census.

2"Uniform Crime Reports"”, Vol. XXVIII, No. 2, F.B.I., Washington D.C., pages
92 ang 96. ,

warrant the closing of a case. Police and sheriffs cleared 26.6_per-
cent of the 68,163 reported offenses occurring in 1956 and 1957.
Sheriffs reported a clearance of 38.7 percent of their cases and
chiefs of police a 24.8 percent clearance. Crimes against the person
record an 82.9 percent clearance and crimes against property a 25.8
percent clearance. Clearance of crimes occurring during 1956 and 1957
are recorded in table 21.

During 1957 chiefs of police in fifty-one cities, having a popu-
lation of 2,500 or more inhabitants, submitted Supplementary Return A
reports giving information on the value of property stolen and re-
covered in the Part I crimes reported to the Bureau. The population
of 1,290,255 persons (1950 decennial census) in these cities represents
43.3 percent of the total population for the State.

The value of property stolen in offenses of robbery, burglary,
larceny, and auto theft amounted to $3,969,810.95. When divided by
the number of offenses (24,723) recorded in the reports received from
the fifty-one contributors, the average loss per crime was $160.57.
Through the efforts of police officers $2,915,230.30, or 73.4 percent

of the total loss, was recovered.

Thefts of automobiles accounted for 68.2 percent of the total
loss, 91.5 percent of the total recovery, and by the end of the year
98.5 percent of the stolen automobiles were recovered. Information
received on the value of property stolen and recovered was fairly com-
plete for 1957 and is being presented for the first time in table 22.
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TABLE 21. CRIMES1 CLEARED BY ARREST, 1956 and 1957

Offenses Offenses cleared
Otfenses known Number Percent
ALL OFFENSES
Total 68,163 18, 143 26.6
Murder, nonnegligent manslaughter 72 64 88.9
Manslaughter by negligence 142 129 90.8
Rape 384 317 82.6
Robbery 1, 277 411 32.2
Aggravated assault 325 2566 78.5
Burglary 16, 097 4,093 25.4
Larceny--$560 and over 8,782 1,424 16.2
Larceny--Under $50 34, 386 8,841 25.7
puto theft 6,698 2,609 89.0
URBAN OFFENSES
Total 59, 239 14, 692 24.8
Murder, nonnegligent manslaughter 37 30 81.1
Manslaughter by negligence 128 120 93.7
Rape 244 191 78.3
Robbery . 1, 191 368 30.9
Aggravated assault 255 194 76.1
Burglary 12, 615 2,801 22.
Larceny--$50 and over 7,017 909 12.9
Larceny-~Under $60 31, 735 7,816 24.6
Auto theft 6,017 2, 268 37.6
RURAL OFFENSES
Total 8,924 8,451 38.7
Murder, nonnegligent manslaughter 35 34 97.1
Manslaughter by negligence 14 9 64.3
Rape 140 126 90.0
Robbery 86 43 50.0
Aggravated assault 70 61 87.1
Burglary ‘ 3, 482 1, 292 87.1
Larceny—~$50 and over 1, 765 515 29,2
Larceny--Under $50 2,661 1,025 38.7
Auto theft 681 346 50.8

Igstinated offenses for delinquent areas are excluded.

TABLE 22. VALUE OF PROPERTY STOLEN AND RECOVERED, 1957

Property Stolen Recovered
Total $3,969,810.95 $2, 915, 280.380
Automobiles 2,708, 484,00 2,667,811.50
Miscellaneous 698,874.71 169, 459.89
Currency 351,6838.39 47, 889.28
Jewelry 100, 609.72 14, 782.18
Clothing 74,707,238 14,703.00
Furs 35,601.90 1, 1856.00

Chiefs of police in Minnesota cities exceeding 2,500 in popula-
tion (1950 decennial census) reported a total of 2,158 employees or an
average of 1.3 police officers for each 1,000 urban inhabitants. This

an

is in contrast to the national figure of 2.0 employees per 1,000 in-
habitants. During 1957 one police officer in Minnesota was responsible
for the protection of the lives and property of 743 persons. Police
protection in Minnesota cities is less than the national average for
every population group as shown in the following tabulations:

Nationall
2.0

Minnesota

Total, all cities 1.
Group I (250,000 or over) 1.
1.

Group II (100,000 to 250, 000)
Group III (50,000 to 100, 000)
Group IV {25,000 to 50,000)
Group V (10,000 to 25,000)
Group VI (2,500 to 10, 000)
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I wgniforn Crime Reports”, Vol. XXVIII, No. 1, F.B.I., Washington
D.C., page 24. Figures as of April 30, 1957.

Actually this police protection lessens when it is realized that police
department employees perform administrative functions, generally work
in three shifts, and days off are taken for illness and vacation.

JUDICIAL CRIMINAL STATISTICS

The Bureau recognizes its responsibility for collecting judicial
criminal statistics, as charged in Mason’s Minnesota Statutes the Laws
of 1935(1), and since 1936 has collected individual dispositions from
the clerks of district court for those defendants whose case was dis-
posed of in district court during each calendar year. Those persons
involved in criminal cases which were introduced in district court by
a. proceeding other than by the filing of an indictment, information,
or affidavit were not considered. All persons involved in more than
one proceeding at approximately the same time were counted but once,
for the most serious offense of which charged, if it appeared to be a
single united action. However, if a defendant was prosecuted more
than once during the course of a year, and it was evident that the
proceedings were separate actions, he was counted a second time.
Generally, all clerks of district court have been very cooperative in
reporting dispositions; thereby enabling the Bureau to submit complete
and comprehensive information on judicial criminal statistics. During
1956-57 one county, Pennington, failed to submit district court dis-
positions.

(1) Chapter 197--H.F. No. 261--Section 6 (9950-18)
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Individual case cards were received for 3,658 defendants during
the past biennium--1,834 being received in 1956 and 1,824 during 1957.
This is a decrease of 218 persons or 5.6 percent less than the 3,876
records received for 1954-55. The following is a synopsis of the
district court dispositions for 1956-57 which may be viewed in more
detail in the tabulations following this summary:

In 269 instances, or in only 7.4 percent of all the cases, were
defendants disposed of without conviction--162 being dismissed, 79
were acquitted by a jury or the court, and 28 were disposed of in some
other manner.

Pleas of guilty were entered by 3,258 or 96.1 percent of all the
defendants convicted, while 131 or 3.9 percent were found guilty by a
jury or by the court.

Defendants in 3,043 of the dispositions were charged with major
offenses representing 83.2 percent of the 3,658 dispositions. Of the
3,043 defendants charged with a major offense, 2,827, or 92.9 percent
were convicted and sentenced. Of these 2,827 persons convicted and
sentenced, 806 or 28.5 percent were sentenced to a state prison or
reformatory, 497 or 17.6 percent were committed to the Youth Conserva-
tion Commission, 1,336 or 47.3 percent were placed on probation or
given a suspended sentence, 185 or 6.5 percent were sent to a local
jail or were fined, and three persons or 0.1 percent were given no
penalty sentences.

Of the 502 persons sentenced tothe Youth Conservation Commission,
354 or 71 percent were committed to a reformatory by July-1, 1958.

Commitments to an institution resulting from violation of proba-
tion or suspended sentence totaled 179 or 10.7 percent of the 1,677
persons placed on probation during the past two years.

Defendants disposed of for crimes against property (robbery,
burglary, larceny, auto theft, embezzlement, fraud, stolen property,
forgery, and counterfeiting) totaled 2,303 persons. Of these defend-
ants, 2,177 or 94.5 percent were convicted. Persons disposed of for
offenses against the person (murder, manslaughter including criminal
negligence, rape, and aggravated assault) totaled 397, of whom 347 or
87.4 percent were convicted. Tables 23 and 24 show the number of
crimes committed, the offenses disposed of, type of disposition, and
sentence imposed on defendants taken into district court during 1956

and 1957.

N

CHART 7

DISTRICT GOURT DISPOSITIONS

BIENNIAL PICTURE IN HUNDREDS OF DEFENDANTS-ALL OFFENSES
60 - €0
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Persons under 21 years of age accounted for 816 or 22.3 percent
of the 3,658 dispositions in district. court during the past biennium.
More nineteen-year-olds (278 persons) were disposed of than any other
age group followed by ages 21 and 20, respectively. The median age
for defendants disposed of for all offenses during the past two years
was 26.1 years. The youngest median age recorded, 20.8 years, was for
persons who had committed auto theft. Offenses against the family
(abandonment, desertion, or nonsupport) recorded the oldest median age
of 36.5 years. Data on the age of a defendant at the time his case
was disposed of in district court during 1956-1957 are shown in table

25.
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1956 and 1957

TABLE 23.

DEFENDANTS DISPOSED OF BY OFFENSE AND TYPE OF DISPOSITION,

Convicted

Plea of

Disposed of without conviction

Percent

By

Total

ed by Other

Acquitt
Court

Jury -

Dis-
missed

Total

Total

Offense

con—
victed

By

court

jury

guilty

269

92. 6

115 16
13

3, 258
2,718

92.9

96

3,389
2,827

72 28
59

162
127

3,658
3,043

Total
Major offenses-total

28
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m

540 19

185

562
190

53 35 13

615
211

Minor offenses-total

$0.0
100.0

R BN B

Abandonment or desertion

Nonsupport
Game laws

61

63

66
98

95.7

95.1

97

Liquor laws

43

46

Minor assault

97.9

< TABLE 24. SENTENCE OF DEFENDANTS CONVICTED, BY OFFENSE,
= 1956 and 1957
Prison Prob.or Jail Fine or Other
Offense Total and YCC suspended or costs no
\ reform, sentence wkhs. only penalty
Total 3, 389 835 502 1, 677 201 170 4
Major offenses-total 2,827 806 497 1,336 1568 27 3
Murder 12 12 - - - - -
Manslaughter 18 9 2 7 - - -
Crim, negligence, traffic 48 10 3 30 4 1 -
- Rape 178 65 43 63 7 - -
o Robbery 171 92 48 31 - - -
Aggravated assault 91 36 9 40 4 2 -
Burglary 629 166 146 298 16 3 1
Larceny 481 115 59 274 21 12 -
. Auto theft 1 270 62 113 89 6 - -
* Embezzlement and fraud 266 16 2 168 76 3 -
Rec. stolen property 36 3 3 26 .3 1 -
Forgery and counterfeit. 325 117 40 159 6 1 2
Sex, except rape 158 57 9 90 2 - -
Narcotics 24 4 2 15 3 - -
Abortion 12 4 - 7 1 - -
| Arson 19 5 6 8 - - -
! Escape 48 21 11 8 8 - -
Other major offenses 42 12 1 23 2 4
Minor offenses-total 562 29 5 341 43 143 1
- » Abandonment 152 20 - 130 2 -
Desertion 38 8 - 29 1 -
Nonsupport 64 1 - 59 3 1 -
Game laws 66 - - 11 - 55 -
Liquor laws 98 - 1 40 6 50 1
Minor assault 46 - - 28 14 9 -
Other minor offenses 98 - 4 49 117 28 -

I1nc ludes check frauds.

. Burglary and larceny convictions combined account for 1,146 or
= 32.8 percent of the convictions for male offenders. Forgery was the
most common offense with which the female sex was charged involving
36 dispositions or 22.5 percent of the cases disposed of for this sex.
Only 4.4 percent of the 1956-1957 district court dispositions, or 160
Race data for the 3,658 defendants disposed
of during 1956-1957 are as follows: 3,240 or 88.6 percent White, 219
or 6.0 percent Indian, 159 or 4.3 percent Negro, 38 or 1.0 percent
Mexican, and two or 0.1 percent Japanese or Filipino. Persons of the
nonwhite race (excluding Mexican) comprise 10.4 percent of the total
dispositions as compared with 0.9 percent of the total Minnesota 1950
population 15 years and over. Nonwhites were defendants in 29 or 26.1
percent of the 111 aggravated assault dispositions. Table 26 shows

§ % cases, involved a female.
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SI sex and race for defendants by offense class.




Median
26.
24.8
34.5

Not
given
398
203
195

45 &
over
344
249

95

40-
44
158
47

35—
39
313 205
293 249
64

30—
34
357
64

29
68

AGE

25~

182 521

139 114 453
18

23
148

22
190
10

19 20 21

214 278 223 224 200
220 209
15

18
206 260

17 &
under
101
100

18
25
52
191
180
111
652
524
288
288
39
332
181
17
24
48
48
615

3,658
3,043

AGE OF DEFENDANTS DISPOSED OF IN DISTRICT COURT, BY OFFENSE, 1956 and 1957
Total

2
Receiving stolen property

Forgery

traffic
knowledge

TABLE 25.

Offense
Total
Major offenses-total
negligence,
inc. carm.

Murder
Minor offenses-total

Aggravated assault
Embezzlement and fraud
Other major offenses

Burglary

Larceny
Sex, except rape

Manslaughter
Crim.
Robbery
Auto theft
Narcotics
Abortion
Arson

Escape

Rape,

TABLE 26. SEX AND RACE OF DEFENDANTS DISPOSED OF, BY OFFENSE,
1956 and 1957

IR M AW N

© 15 < 1 O
Offense Total Male Female Total White Indian Negro Other

NSO M
N e e Total 3,658 3,498 160 3,658 3,240 219 169 40
Criminal homicide 95 91 4 95 84 5 3 3
Rape 191 191 - 191 172 7 8 4
A PETR womgi 180 174 6 180 148 15 17 -
Aggravated assault 111 106 5 111 82 15 11 3
D et Burglary 652 647 5 652 569 49 30 4
® Larceny 524 499 26 524 453 28 32 11
Auto theft 5 288 284 4 288 230 39 12 7
T O <~k O O Embezzlement, fraud® 288 267 21 288 280 2 5 1
~ Forgery 332 296 36 332 303 17 9 3
Sex, except rape 181 180 1 181 172 4 4 1
DB 1D D i Misc. major offenses 201 167 34 201 178 13 14 1
o Abandonment 166 166 - 166 152 9 4 1
Misc. minor offenses 449 430 19 449 422 16 10 1

I Includes 38 Mexicans, 1 Filipino charged with Forgery, and 1 Japanese charg-
ed with Abandonment.
2 Includes check frauds.
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T Hennepin, Ramsey, and St. Louis counties constitute 43.3 percent
8 of the State’s population, based on the 1950 decennial census, for
A persons 15 years and over. It is noted in table 27 that 49.8 percent,
a nearly half, of the 1956-1957 district court dispositions for major
Pl ,.M offenses occurred in these three counties.
o
-
¥
o3zesq 8 TABLE 27. DISTRICT COURT DISPOSITIONS COMPARED
S
™ - e WITH MINNESOTA'S POPULATION, BY COUNTY, 1956 and 1957
8
.W wowzwmﬁwbuu Defendants disposed of
g = o County (15 years & pver) A1l offenses Major offenses
P MQm Number Percent Number  Percent Number Percent
- [7]
o o 38 Total 2,158,584  100.00 3,658  100.0 3,043  100.0
B4 3 S= Hennepin 515, 719 23.9 983 26.9 868 28.5
~ C e W 9 Ramsey 265,113 12.3 399 10.9 368 11.8
© il BN St. Louis 152, 652 7.1 355 9.7 288 9.5
2. 234|3% 84 other counties 1,225, 200 56.7 1,921 52.5 1,529 50.2
0 aQud Y
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